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Brief Biography 

Dr. Gourd is Chair of Computer Science and Professor of Computer Science at The Uni-
versity of Tampa. His research interests are in the areas of computer science curriculum 
development (including pedagogy), project-based learning, cyber security, distributed com-
puting, software engineering, and artificial intelligence. He has been involved in many re-
search projects with various government and industry partners. His current research areas 
of interest include: 

◦ Computer science education (including curriculum development) 

◦ Hands-on, projects-based learning 

Specifically, this includes topics such as: 

◦ Computer science curriculum development in higher education, both pedagogical and 
technical, with a hands-on, project-based focus 

◦ Computer science curriculum development at the primary and secondary levels, mainly 
for the purpose of increasing computational thinking experiences to cultivate thinkers 
and interest in the pursuit of STEM disciplines in higher education and industry 

Dr. Gourd has varied personal interests that include tinkering with electronics, French 
pastry and artisan bread baking, cooking, homebrewing a variety of styles of beer (IPAs 
and Belgian beers being the current favorites), gardening (especially growing herbs, pep-
pers, and tomatoes), woodworking, performing magic tricks and illusions, reading novels 
and fascinating non-fiction, playing the guitar, sampling wines from around the world with 
a focus on those from the Bordeaux, Burgundy, and Rhone regions of France, and indulging 
in the occasional cigar (current favorites include Oliva Serie G, Romeo y Julieta Vintage, 
Montecristo Classic, and Montecristo Habana 2000). 

Originally born in Montreal, Canada, Dr. Gourd emigrated to the U.S. in 1983 and ��
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◦ 2004, B.S., Computer Science (Summa Cum Laude), University of Southern Missis-
sippi, Hattiesburg, MS, Thesis: Smart Server: Concepts and Applications 

◦ 1995: A.A., Business Administration and Management, Santa Fe Community College, 
Gainesville, FL 

Academic Experience 

◦ 2020–present: Professor, Computer Science, University of Tampa, Tampa, FL 

◦ 2020–present: Chair, Computer Science, University of Tampa, Tampa, FL 

◦ 2014–2020: Associate Professor, Computer Science and Cyber Engineering, Louisiana 
Tech University, Ruston, LA 

◦ 2013–2020: Program Chair, Computer Science, Louisiana Tech University, Ruston, 
LA 

◦ 2012–2014: Assistant Professor, Computer Science and Cyber Engineering, Louisiana 
Tech University, Ruston, LA 

◦ 2012–2013: Interim Program Chair, Cyber Engineering, Louisiana Tech University, 
Ruston, LA 

◦ 2008–2020: Member, Center for Secure Cyberspace, Louisiana Tech University, Rus-
ton, LA 

◦ 2008–2012: Assistant Professor, Computer Science, Louisiana Tech University, Rus-
ton, LA 

◦ 2007–2008: Visiting Assistant Professor, Computer Science, University of Southern 
Mississippi, Hattiesburg, MS 

◦ 2004–2007: Research Assistant, Database Research Lab for Intelligent Agents, Uni-
versity of Southern Mississippi, Hattiesburg, MS 

◦ 2004–2007: Research Assistant, Computational Research Facility for Defense Data 
Integration, University of Southern Mississippi, Hattiesburg, MS 

◦ 2002–2004: Teaching Assistant, Computer Science, University of Southern Mississippi, 
Hattiesburg, MS 

Courses taught 

◦ The Science of Computing 

◦ Introduction to Cyber Security 

◦   



◦ Access Control Logic and Covert Channels 

◦ Applied Cryptography 

◦ Artificial Intelligence 

◦ Compiler Design 

◦ Systems Programming 

◦ Data Structures 

◦ Advanced Data Structures and Algorithms 

◦ Computer Programming with Android 

◦ Theory of Programming Languages 

◦ Object Oriented Programming 

◦ Overview of Computer Science 

◦ Introduction to Computer Programming 

◦ Intermediate Computer Programming 

◦ Software Design and Engineering 

◦ Programming Languages 

◦ Senior Capstone 

◦ Foundations of Software Development 

◦ Programming and Software Development 

◦ Computer Architecture 

◦ Advanced Computer Architecture 

◦ Embedded Microcomputer Design 

Research 

Funded grants 

◦ 12/2018: “cyberLAB: Networking and Applied Cyber Security Lab,” Louisiana Tech 
Student Technology Fee Board, $50,000; PI 

◦ 06/2018–05/2020: “A Modernized Framework for Air Force Supply Chain Manage-
ment Ie�2�1oa06(7c.3D4(Computer)Tj�/T1�1�1�Tf�(�)Tj�/T�1�41yE�/T1�1�1)Tj�EnoTf�1.789�0�Td��(F)82�(orce)�TJ�/TJ�2.829�-0.339�Td�(LAB)Tj�2.081�0.339�Td�58�0�Td�(Manage)Tj�EMB3�/Micesisiana    



◦ 01/2018–12/2022: “SFS@LaTech: Cyber Engineers for our Future,” National Science 
Foundation, $2,816,111; Co-PI 

◦ 06/2017–05/2020: “Megaprocessor: Louisiana Tech’s Room-sized CPU Replica,” Louisiana 
Tech University/Louisiana Economic Development, $50,000; PI 

◦ 09/2016–08/2018: “High School A.P. Computer Science Curriculum (extension of 
grant),” Cyber Innovation Center/US Department of Homeland Security, $32,130; 
PI 

◦ 09/2015–08/2016: “High School A.P. Computer Science Curriculum (extension of 
grant),” Cyber Innovation Center/US Department of Homeland Security, $151,692; 
PI 

◦ 02/2015–08/2015: “High School A.P. Computer Science Curriculum,” Cyber Innova-
tion Center/US Department of Homeland Security, $37,443; PI 

◦ 04/2014–09/2014: “Research-Intensive Internship in Cyber Engineering,” Cyber In-
novation Center/US Department of Homeland Security, $240,000; Co-PI 

◦ 11/2013–12/2014: “NCWIT Extension Services Mini-Grant,” National Science Foun-
dation, $8,000; Co-PI 

◦ 09/2013–09/2018: “Extraction of Social Context via Synthetic Pollination for Infor-
mation Tracking and Control,” Air Force Research Lab (Minority Leaders Program), 
$175,000; PI 

◦ 11/2012–11/2013: “A Cryptologic Method for Preventing Unauthorized Outbound 
Network Traffic via Authenticating Network Devices,” Air Force Research Lab (Mi-
nority Leaders Program), $75,000; PI 

◦ 09/2012–08/2013: “Shapeshifter: Dynamic Network Polymorphism,” Air Force Office 
of Scientific Research; This research was funded as part of a larger grant and provided 
two months of summer salary and a Ph.D. student. 

◦ 12/2011: “Computer Networking Lab with Cisco Routers and Switches,” Louisiana 
Tech University College of Engineering and Science, $20,000; PI 

◦ 12/2011: “Android-based Cell Phones for Introductory CS and Cyber Engineering,” 
Louisiana Tech University College of Engineering and Science, $7,500; PI 

◦ 12/2011: “cyberLAB: Applied Cyber Security, Digital Forensics and Networking 
Lab,” Louisiana Tech University Student Technology Fee Board, $80,000; PI 

◦ 06/2010–06/2014: “Genetically Engineered Tamper-Resistant Intelligent Agents,” Air 
Force Office of Scientific Research, $48,607; PI 

◦ 06/2010–06/2014: “FPGA-Based Net Framework with Embedded Agents as Cyber 
Attack Detectors,” Air Force Office of Scientific Research, $64,030; PI 

◦ 06/2010–06/2014: “LA Tech Proposal for the Cybersecurity Research Program at the 
Cyberspace Research Laboratory,” Air Force Office of Scientific Research, $1,189,458; 
Co-PI 
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◦ 06/2009: “Cyberspace Research Laboratory,” Air Force Office of Scientific Research, 
$2,840,000; note: participated in proposal preparation in a non-PI capacity 

◦ 04/2009: “DINER: Distributed Information Discovery Laboratory,” Louisiana Board 
of Regents (Enhancement), $50,156; Co-PI 

◦ 01/2005–05/2009: “Data Conflation and Integration with Intelligent Agents Support,” 
US Army Space Missile Defense Command, $140,000; Co-PI 

Other proposals 

◦ 09/2019–08/2021: “Demystifying CT: Thinking Deeply, Thinking Well,” National 
Science Foundation, $298,832; PI 

◦ 09/2016–08/2017: “Scalable Cyber Security Challenges for STEM Education,” Cyber 
Innovation Center/US Department of Homeland Security, $96,400; PI 

◦ 08/2016–08/2018: 



◦ 



◦ 10/2006: “Applying Fuzzy Logic to the Modeling and Prediction of the Effect of 
Global Pollution on the Gulf Coast,” National Aeronautics and Space Administration, 
$264,924; note: participated in proposal preparation in a non-PI capacity 

◦ 06/2006: “Geospatial Web Services Portal for Integration of GIS and Enhancement 
of Emergency Response,” US Department of Homeland Security, $750,000; note: par-
ticipated in proposal preparation in a non-PI capacity 

◦ 04/2006: “Net-Centric Web Services Brokering System for Geospatial Information Dis-
covery, Analysis and Reporting utilizing Intelligent Mobile Agents,” National Geospatial-
Inteligence Agency, $449,926; note: participated in proposal preparation in a non-PI 
capacity 

◦ 10/2005: “Rapid Prototyping Support and Operational Transition Assessment Utiliz-
ing a Grid Computing Environment,” National Aeronautics and Space Administration, 
$773,044; note: participated in proposal preparation in a non-PI capacity 

Patents and Reports of Invention 

◦ A. AlQahtani and J. Gourd. Shahrah 0E2FA: Shahrah Zero Effort Two Factor Au-
thentication. In preparation. 

Publications 
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